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The goal of the Estate Sale Investigator exercise is to study the 

belongings found at an estate sale and discover insights about the 

persons or people that lived there. This helps develop a future 

advertiser’s observational and synthesis skills.   
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Estate Sale 
 
S H A N N O N  M C C O Y  

The Home 
The location of this particular estate sale was 2500 Church Drive in Corinth, Texas. After I visited 
the home on November 8th, 2013, I looked up this address in several real estate and property 
value directories.  

Property Details 
According to Trulia, an online real estate site that lists neighborhood information and community 
insights, 2500 Church Drive is a single-family home that has approximately 2,149 square feet, 
although other similar websites, like Zillow and City-Data state 2,900 square feet. The entire 
property lot is 3.7 acres. The current home value $340,970, which is estimated due to the $221k 
land value and the $120k home improvement value, and is $110k more in market price than 
other homes like it in the area. 
 

 

AVERAGE CORINTH HOME VALUE – ZILLOW.COM 
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Although the current home value is $340k, the home 
was put on the market for $465k on November 17th, 
2013, according to Estately. This would make the value 
of this home approximately 210% higher than other 
homes like it in the Corinth area. 

Property| My assumptions 

I believe that this family originally bought this house at 
a good price, as they seem to be intelligent people,    

and over the years they researched different things and 
renovated their home to make the value of their property exceed market expectations.  

Home Specifics 
A list found on the 2500 Church Drive listing on Trulia states the following: 

• Single Family Residence • 2,149 sq. ft. • Lot Size: 3.70 acres 

• Built in 1978 • Stories: 1 story • Parking: Attached Garage 

• Parking Space: 2 • Exterior Walls: Wood • Roof: Composition Shingle 

• Bedrooms: 2 • Foundation: Slab • County: Denton 

 

The same data was found on City-Data, but it was stated on that website that the home owner 
was Robert West Parr. I will discuss this data more under “The Verdict.” 
 
Other facts about this home include that the home, which is less than one mile from I35, is in a low 
crime area and has several public/private schools within a few miles from the property. The 
three main schools are the following: 

• Olive Stephens Elementary School 
• Crownover Middle School 
• John H. Guyer High School 

The average rating of all three schools is 7.67 out of 10, 
according to HomeSnap. These predominately white schools 
have an average spending per student of $12,300. The 
schools have 300, 900, and 2.2k students, respectively, and 
have an average of 13 students per teacher. On top of 
that, most students do not require a free or 

2500 CHURCH DRIVE SATELLITE VIEW – HOMESNAP.COM 

 

CROWNOVER MIDDLE SCHOOL LUNCHES – HOMESNAP.COM 
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Santa Collection Pictures: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

reduced lunch.  
 
Home| My assumptions 

There are three important facts I gathered from the home 
specifics I researched:  

1. This house only has two bedrooms.  
2. It was built in 1978.  
3. It is in a great area. 

It is my assumption that this was an older couple that bought 
this house upon retirement.  They wanted a home that was 
small enough for just the two of them, but also large and 
safe enough for family gatherings. 

Also, my guess is that even though Mr. Parr owned the home, 
I believe that Mrs. Parr is the one who outlived him, as 
WebMD states that for many various reasons, women are 
more likely to live longer than men. 
 

Insight #1: Collectors 
As I walked through the house, I noticed one key thing: 
Santa! Half of what I saw was Santa or Christmas related. 
Christmas figurines, ornaments, wreaths…even a child sized 
Santa statue!  

Collector Insight Details 
My assumptions for this psychographic detail began based 
on my own grandmother’s habits. My grandfather passed 
approximately twenty years before she did and one of her 
past times in her later life was to go to auctions and buy 
things. When she passed, she left a 20,000 sq. ft. converted 
chicken coop full of various items: Household Trinkets, Beatles 
Albums, Yard Tools, and Christmas Decorations among many 
things. 

The Health section of Mail Online states that new hobbies 
help boost memory in old age. Elderly people who stay in 
their comfort zones doing the same daily activities that they 
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Continued…

 

 

 

 

are used to do not see the same boost in memory. 

Furthermore, Mail Online had this to say about its findings on 
this particular insight: 

“A study of more than 200 pensioners found those put on 

a course teaching them something they had never done 
before had better memories after 12 weeks than those 

who engaged in social events or easy mental activities at 

home.” 
Even though it is arguable that “collecting” may be considered 
a “hobby,” general activities, particularly social ones, are 
considered a great way for the elderly to adapt to a loss of a 
partner or loved one.  

Collection| My assumptions 

I believe that Mr. Parr passed a few years ago, leaving Mrs. 
Parr years to collect. All the figurines and other various 
decorations were in great condition, so I assumed they were 
purchased or obtained in the past few years.  

In my opinion, Mrs. Parr was a family woman and she 
especially loved holidays. Her children had left the house and 
she could not see them that often, so Holidays were the one 
time a year where everyone gathered and had a merry time, 
no pun intended. Parr decided to start collecting something that 
was near and dear to her. 

Also, it may be possible that collecting was a social event for 
Mrs. Parr. Hobbies or activities like collecting can be a great 
way for senior citizens to adapt to loss and the social aspect 
would only add to this assumption.  
 

Insight #2: Family Oriented 
There were a few items, including the Christmas décor, which 
led me to believe that the Parrs were a very family-oriented 
group. For one, the living room of this place was extremely big. 
It was probably bigger than the rest of the house combined.    
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The room was perfect to hold family gatherings in. 
Not only that, but the house also included several items such 
as a piano, board games, and a mix of antique and new 
toys. 

Family Oriented Details 
As a child, I remember a few things about going to my 
grandmother’s house: there was always something to do, 
even when there was nothing to do. That is the feeling I got 

from the Parr household as well. Even though this was a 
house that an older couple obviously inhabited, there was plenty to do for people of all ages. 

For example, the Baldwin Fun Machine. Although it can be assumed that, given its location in the 
storage barn out in the backyard, it has not been used in a few years, the piano was more than 
likely in the large living room. This was an ideal choice for the Parrs household, given their love 
for family gatherings, but not for the piano itself. The living room location was directly located 
right by several windows and outside doors, which more 
than likely led to the slight weathering and aging of the 
machine, according to Yahoo! Voices.  

The Baldwin Fun Machine itself is actually an “easy play” 
organ, according to a 1978 print ad. Not much is known 
about the machine itself other than that and the fact that 
they were popular in the 1970s and are popular amongst 
collectors today.  

Another find that led me to believe that the Parrs were 
family oriented were the various board games I found in 
the guest bedroom closet. The titles of some of these games are as followed: 

• Body Language (1975) • The Christmas Game (1980) 

• Superfection (1975) • Perfection (1973) 

• Trivia Adventure (1983) • Etc. 

Upon further research about these games, I found out that not only were these games made 
around the same time the house was built, but that the games were built for a large number of 
players to participate in playing, according to various BoardGameGeek entries. Thus, they are a 
perfect fit for various-sized gatherings. 

Last, but not least, there was the toys, which are always widely popular amongst a younger 
crowd. 

BALDWIN FUN MACHINE – MODEL UNKNOWN 

VARIOUS BOARD GAMES  
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VARIOUS CHILDRENS TOYS  

Family| My assumptions 

I believe that that Parr’s and other friends would gather at 
2500 Church Drive for their holiday get-togethers and Mrs. 
Parr was always prepared to entertain. She would play her 
piano for her guests, as she was a big fan of sing-a-longs, 
and she would bring out board games and toys for the little 
ones. Even though I believe her little ones were grown up and 
no longer lived with their parents, Mrs. Parr always kept toys 
and other entertainment around for the grandchildren, even if 

they would only be used once or twice a year.  

Given the easy-to-play nature of a Baldwin Fun Machine, I gather that it would have been a 
popular activity amongst the younger family members. Mrs. Parr might have given piano lessons 
to her children or grandchildren on this contraption. In fact, the Parrs might have specifically 
purchased the Baldwin product whenever they purchased or built the house for this purpose. 

I also assumed that the board games were purchased after the development of the house. After 
all, the games were created around the same time period 
and the aged condition of the boxes would lead me to 
believe that these were bought within the first couple of 
circulations of the games. My overall assumption of this 
was that these board games were purchased specifically 
for their famous gatherings. 

There were one or two modern toys, but a lot of the toys 
that were at this particular estate sale were of an older 
variety. I assumed that these were their children’s toys that 
they continued to keep around for their grandchildren. 
Insight #3: Lovers of Learning 
A room I almost missed was a room that gave me the most personal insight of all: books. Inside 
the master bedroom was a plethora of books. The type of books I found went against a few of 
the unlisted initial assumptions I had thought of as I ventured through this house. 
 

Learning Insight Details 

What does your bookshelf say about you? If someone you did not know picked up a book off 
your bookshelf, would they be able to tell you were an adventurer? A food admirer? Maybe a 
romance lover? 

VARIOUS BOOKS  
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Various Book Pictures: 

 

 

 

 

When I saw these books, I was very excited. The types of 
books a person reads is a personal insight to who they were, 
what they preferred, and etc. There might have been a lot 
of book, but there was not a large variety of books. The 
majority of the books I found were not story books of any 
nature, but of various types of learning. It changed my entire 
perspective of who these people were. 

The various books I found were a This Fabulous Century set, 
a sight-seeing book, the Encyclopedia of Antiques, Texas 
Almanac, various dictionaries, other various antique books, 
and etc. In short, these were not only books for learning, they 
were books based on various types of indexes. 

According to BookBundlz, the type of book you read does 
say a lot about your personality and overall lifestyle. They 
specifically have this to say about the history book genre 
reader: 

“[They] want to be prepared. [These readers] want all 

that knowledge so if by-chance you are ever in a 
remotely similar situation you are prepared and ready 

to act and be your natural leader self. ” 
Learning| My assumptions 

My findings made me believe that the Parrs were either 1) 
People who did not go to college because they could not 
afford it or 2) People who really loved to learn. Either way, 
they loved to understand things and they appreciated 
knowledge. They would take any chance they had to learn 
more than they already did and appreciated the feeling of 
being self-taught or telling various interesting facts they 
knew to the people in their lives. 

Also, you never can be too prepared! 
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Insight #4: Anti-Technology 
It is no secret that the elderly are not too friendly with 
the use of technology. That is what amused me so much 
about my next finding. 

Technology Insight Details 
Back in the depth of the guest bedroom was a table 
that held every single electronic device (other than a 

computer, a fax machine, and a stenograph) that the 
elderly Parr couple ever owned. As you can see, 
most of it is outdated and things that are up-to-date, like the webcam, remain unopened and 

unused.  

Another technological discovery I made in the Parr 
household was a stenograph. I had no idea what this device 
was, but I decided to take a picture and do some further 
research in my free time. 

Wisegeek states that a stenograph is “a machine that is 
specially designed for taking shorthand.” There are 25 
keys that key out coded words, numbers, phrases, and 
sounds. The resulted work is a paper transcript. 

The Wisegeek article says that careers like court reporters 
and closed captioning reporters use this type of machine, 
but the official stenograph website states several more: 
freelance reporter, medical transcriptionist, legislative 
reporters, and other record writing careers. 
Technology| My assumptions 

I figure that the only reason the senior Parrs ever owned any technology in the first place was 
that society and our overall culture demanded it of them. Either their family pushed them into it or 
they realized that life was moving on whether or not they were familiar with the technology. So, 
they begrudgingly purchased the basics: a computer, a clock, a camera, a phone, etc. That is it. 
Then, they only updated their technology when something broke, their family bought them 
something, or the technology became too old to remain functional.  

With the stenograph, I believe that Mr. Parr used this in his career (possibly a military reporter, 
as I assume he did not go to college or did not have the chance to go) and kept it around after 
he retired. 

STENTURA 400 SRT 

VARIOUS ELECTRONICS  
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Various Related Items: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Insight #5: Retired 
When you are older, it is a basic supposition that you are also 
retired. What made me so sure that was the case with the 
Parrs? 
Retiree Insight Details 
The average age to retire, according to various websites like 
CNBC and SOA, is between a person’s late 50’s to age 65. 
Based on various different insights (clothing type, house, etc.), 
my guess is that the Parrs were in their late 80s or early 90s 
when they passed away. That would mean they were at a 
perfect age to retire when they bought and/or built their house 
in 1978. 

Based on the year the house was built and the various hobby-
related items I found around the house (tools, etc.), it is my 
belief that the Parrs, if anything, had a lot of free time on their 
hands in their later years. What better time to have free time 
than retirement? 

Retiree| My assumptions 

I believe that the Parrs wanted a quiet life after they retired. 
Maybe they had busy lifestyles or maybe it was a lifestyle 
they were used to. Either way, they retired on a large amount 
of land with even larger plans to fulfill.  

See, now that they were retired, the Parrs had time to start all 
their varying types of hobbies. Mr. Parr’s hobby was the entire 
reason he bought so much land: he was going to farm and do 
other various outside work. 

Unfortunately for Mr. Parr, he either grew frustrated with his 
dream hobby, or became too hold to continue it, as you can tell 
by the rusted tools and clutter around the barn. However, Mr. 
Parr made this up by taking up fishing, which he found much 
more relaxing.  
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The Verdict 
As it was stated under “Home Specific” on page 2, I found out that the owner of the house I 
visited was Robert West Parr. This allowed me to research and find out if my assumptions were 
correct. 

Was I Right? 
The following are the obituaries I found of the Parrs on the Denton Record-Chronicle website: 

“Dorothy Jean Harding Parr, age 85, passed away on Monday, May 2, 2011 at her home in 
Corinth, Texas, surrounded by her husband of 64 years, her four daughters, and one of her 
granddaughters. She was preceded in death by son, Randle Parr, grandparents, Laura and Will 
Harding, and parents, Rollo and Nola Harding. 

Dorothy was a graduate of Southern Methodist University, where she 
earned a degree in music education. She went on to work as a music 
teacher and frequently volunteered to direct children's choirs at the 
churches she attended. Dorothy was a gifted soprano and pianist, 
performing in several church choirs and musical presentations, including 
Mary Poppins and Guys and Dolls. Some of her many other creative 
endeavors were the owning and operating of an antique shop, creating 
stained glass pieces, crocheting, and collecting various treasures. Some 

of her collections included paperweights, kewpie dolls, antique dolls, 
stamps and cut glass, and mementos from her travels with her husband. 

Dorothy was widely known for her extensive collection of Santas, numbering in the thousands. She 
shared her joyful passion for all things Santa, not only with her family and friends, but also with 
various local groups and students, as well as being featured in the local newspaper. 

Dorothy took great joy in hosting and participating in large family gatherings on holidays and 
birthdays. She insisted on celebrating birthdays for ages ending in a zero or five, though the 
ones in between always seemed to be celebrated as well. 

Dorothy touched the lives of so many and will forever be remembered for her love of life, her 
sincere kindness, her vivacious laugh, and wonderful sense of humor. She considered the love and 
nurturing of family and friendships to be her most satisfying achievement. Her generous and 
loving spirit was a delight to all who knew her. 

Dorothy is survived by her husband, Robert Parr, her daughters, Stephanie (husband, Mike 
McCoy), Evelyn (husband, Scott McCurdy), Cindy (husband, Richard Wilson), and Elizabeth 

DOROTHY JEAN HARDING PARR 
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(husband, John Roark), her grandchildren, Meghan, Justin (wife Liz), Jordan McCoy (wife, April), 
Lucas McCurdy (wife, Danielle), Caren McCurdy Leifried (husband, Creston Leifried), Abbey and 
Kenny Wilson, and great grandchildren, Elliott McCoy, Nathan McCoy, Hunter Leifried, and Riley 
Leifried. 

Dorothy and her family are sincerely thankful for all the devoted caregivers of Home Instead 
and for the loving care received from the Ardent Hospice nurses and staff. 

The memorial service for Dorothy will be held on Friday, May 6, 2011 at 11:00 am at the First 
United Methodist Church in Denton, Texas, located at 201 S. Locust, Denton, Texas 76201. (There 
will be no viewing).” 

 

“Robert West Parr passed away on Sunday, March 25, 2012 in Corinth, 
Texas. He was born May 14, 1925 in Raymondville, Texas to parents, 
Norvin G. and Effie Agnes Parr. It was there that he met his childhood 
sweetheart, Dorothy Jean Harding, who later became his wife of 63 years. 
He played football for the Raymondville High School Bearcats and enjoyed 
telling the story about tackling Tom Landry when the Bearcats played the 
Mission High School Eagles. Robert attended Texas A&M before entering 
the United States Army Air Corps, and after his tour of duty he received a 
Masters Degree in economics from the University of North Texas. Through 
the years, Robert worked for several insurance companies including 
Fireman’s Fund and Aetna. He and Dorothy Jean had four daughters while 
living in Dallas, though they also spent several years in Houston, New Orleans, and Fort Worth. 
Eventually, they moved to Corinth, Texas, which has been their home since 1978. 

Robert spent many an hour on the golf course, but his true passion was music. He was an 
accomplished vocalist in his church choirs and the Dallas Symphony Chorus, as well as in 
professional and civic productions, such as Guys and Dolls at Casa Manana and Pirates of 
Penzance and Amahl and the Night Visitors with the Denton Community Theater. His beautiful, 
clear tenor voice was enjoyed by many. Robert was an avid reader, and in later years enjoyed 
weekly meetings with friends at a local book store to discuss and “solve” the problems of the 
day. 

Robert was a member of the First United Methodist Church of Denton and participated in many 
Optimist Club events in Denton. He also served a term on the Corinth City Council in the early 
1980’s. 

ROBERT WEST PARR  
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Robert is survived by his four daughters, Stephanie (husband, Michael McCoy), Evelyn (husband, 
Scott McCurdy), Cynthia (husband, Richard Wilson), and Elizabeth (husband, John Roark), his 
grandchildren, Justin McCoy (wife, Liz), Meghan McCoy, Jordan McCoy, Lucas McCurdy (wife, 
Danielle), Caren McCurdy Leifried (husband, Creston Leifried), Abbey Wilson, and Kenny Wilson, 
and great grandchildren, Elliott McCoy, Elijah McCoy, Nathan McCoy, Hunter Leifried, and Riley 
Leifried. Also, Robert is survived by his brother, Norvin (wife, Willie Mae), brother-in-law, Glenn 
Harding, six nieces, and nine nephews. 

Robert was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy Jean Harding Parr, son, Randle Parr, his 
parents, and three sisters. 

The memorial service for Robert will be held on Friday, March 30, 2012 at 11:00 am at the First 
United Methodist Church of Denton, Texas, located at 201 S. Locust, Denton, Texas 76201.” 
 

What we can conclude 

First off, I was wrong about a few things. Dorothy, AKA “Mrs. Parr,” died before Robert, or “Mr. 
Parr.” Both of the Parrs went to university. In fact, Robert Parr ended up getting his Master’s 
Degree. Not only that, but both Robert and Dorothy had a love for music that exceeded what I 
had first thought, which I will discuss shortly. 

I was on the border with some of my assumptions. For example, Dorothy Parr very well might 
have played piano at family gatherings, but her passion for music went beyond that. She had a 
career as a music teacher for a various amount of years. Both Dorothy and Robert were in 
several choirs and professional productions, which went beyond my original guess that only 
Dorothy was the musically inclined of the two. Dorothy was also an antique shop owner in her 
later life, which would explain the various amount of antique books found in their collection. 

Lastly, I was right about some things, like Dorothy’s passion for family gatherings and her love of 
Christmas décor. I was also correct that Robert served in the military and was a council member 
for Corinth, which could explain the stenograph. Robert also had a passion for books and was a 
part of a Book Club in his later years. 

All my other assumptions were not stated or could not be proved. 
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